
KSE Students and Teaching Outreach Conference

“Regional development – small pieces of big success”

to be held on April 9-10, 2011 in Kyiv.

Application Deadline: March 1, 2011 to conference@kse.org.ua
ESSAY REQUIREMENTS 
For the essay competition we are looking for medium size essays, up to 5 pages. Use Times New Roman, font 12, and 1.5 lines spacing. The essay should discuss ONE particular opinion referring to an issue in any sector, such as trade, industry, services, education, health, labor market or finance but it must discuss issues in regional development in Ukraine, Moldova, and Belarus. Refer to the list of suggested topics. It is vital to be specific and concise. 
If you provide some policy recommendations, instead of short listing of all possible solutions, provide a SINGLE specific measure and motivate the expected improvements. 
There are many ways to write an essay depending on a purpose, topic and audience. However, the standard essay follows the same basic patterns, as suggested in many textbooks. Here is structure:
1. Select the topic of your essay (for example, variation in regional unemployment)
2. Choose the central idea of your essay. (This is the claim you are making. For example, variation in regional unemployment level is primarily driven by the quality of local public services.)
3. Outline your essay into introductory, body (usually two or three paragraphs, each describing one supporting argument)) and concluding paragraphs. 

4. The introductory paragraph begins with an eye catching fact or interesting finding of other researchers (for example in other countries). After this, you present your central statement from above. Use one sentence to introduce each body paragraph. Finish the introductory paragraph with a short summary or a goal statement. 

5. In every body paragraph you present some evidence or an argument supporting your central statement. For this purposes, you expand each body paragraph by additional more specific arguments and examples using existing statistics, surveys, or economic reasoning. There should be at least two body paragraphs each supporting the central idea. Body paragraphs should motivate and develop the central idea.
6. The concluding paragraph summarizes your essay and is often a reverse of the introductory paragraph. Begin the summary paragraph by quickly restating the supporting ideas of your body paragraphs. The penultimate sentence should restate your basic thesis of the essay.
7. Your final statement may include a future prediction based on what you have shown in the essay. Normally, no new ideas are presented in the last paragraph. 
REMEMBER, ALL CLAIMS, GRAPHS AND NUMBERS SHOULD BE SUPPORTED WITH THE SOURCE CITATION. 
Be sure to include the following into your document: name and a title, specifying the issue discussed. Please insert page numbers. Visit http://www.kse.org.ua/eroc/workshop_page.shtml for more details.
Thank you!
